THE JOHN GRISS CHARITY

Campaigns and Political Activity Policy and Procedures

DEFINITION 
The Charity Commission requires all charities to have a policy on campaigns and political activity. 
The Commission uses the term ‘political activity’ to describe activities or campaigning to change or influence policies or decisions taken by: 
-  national, devolved, local or overseas government 
- public bodies including international organisations such as the UN and World Bank, and national or local organisations such as regulators or NHS Trusts Charities can take part in political activity that supports their purpose and is in their best interests. 

Political activity, however, must not become the reason for the charity’s existence. 

Charities must remain independent and must not give their support to a political party. 

Charities can support a policy that is supported by a political party or candidate and can work with political parties or candidates to influence their decisions, provided this supports the charity’s purpose and the charity remains independent. 

SCOPE 
This policy covers all activities relating to The John Griss Charity undertaken by trustees, staff and volunteers. 

It does not cover activities relating to personal beliefs outside Charity.

POLICY ON HOW THE CHARITY MANAGES ITS POLITICAL INDEPENDENCE 
The Charity will operate in line with its Statement of Freedom of Speech and will not prevent access to any democratic process. 

Where appropriate, and within the Charity’s charitable purpose, the Charity may choose to engage in political dialogue.
 
It will not endorse or renounce political parties.

It will not promote a particular candidate or political party, and it will not provide money or other resources to anyone who is standing as a candidate. 

CAMPAIGNING ACTIVITIES
The Charity does not engage in campaigning activities.

FREEDOM OF SPEECH 
The Charity supports the following the concept of Freedom of Speech.

Further guidance Charity Commission information and guidance can be found here: https://www.gov.uk/government/publications/speaking-out-guidance-on-campaigning-and political-activity-by-charities-cc9
https://www.gov.uk/government/publications/speaking-out-guidance-on-campaigning-and political-activity-by-charities-cc9/charities-elections-and-referendums


POLICY REVIEW
This policy should be reviewed every three years.


Policy agreed by Trustees on: ______________________________
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