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Minutes of the Clayhidon Parish Council Meeting 
 Held at Church Rooms, Clayhidon, at 7.30pm on Monday 10 February 2025 

 
Present: 
Councillors Bendle, Drew, Kidner, King, Saunders and Weekes together with Councillor Clist (MDDC) and 
Mrs S McGeever (Parish Clerk). 
 
10022025/1. Welcome by Chairman, apologies for absence and introductions 
 
Councillor Saunders opened the meeting at 7.30pm and welcomed those present to the meeting. 
 
Apologies had been received from Councillor Blackmore and Councillor Radford (DCC). 
 
10022025/2. Declarations of Interest/Dispensations 
No Declarations of Interest were made, and no Dispensations had been requested. 
 
10022025/3. To approve minutes of the meeting on 13 January 2025 
It was RESOLVED that with minutes of the meeting of 13 January 2025 should be signed by the Chair as a 
true and accurate record of the meeting. 
PROPOSER: Councillor Bendle 
SECONDER: Councillor Kidner 
DECISION: one abstention (Councillor who was not present at previous meeting) 
 
10022025/4. Public Participation 
There were no items raised under Item 4. 
 
10022025/5. Planning 
5.1. To consider planning applications received for consultation: 
 
25/00104/HOUSE 
Proposal: Installation of ground mounted solar PV panels  
Location: Woodgate Farm Clayhidon Cullompton  
Site Vicinity Grid Ref: 316986 / 115150  
Parish: Clayhidon 15 
 
Following discussion, the Parish Council RESOLVED that it had no objection to this application but would 
wish to ensure that FP9 was protected. 
PROPOSER:  Councillor Drew 
SECONDER: Councillor Kidner 
DECISION: all in favour 
Action: Clerk to submit response to MDDC’s Planning Portal. 

 
5.2 To note the following planning decisions: 
The Parish Council noted the following planning decision: 
 
24/01388/FULL – APPROVED – 17 January 2025 
Proposal: Erection of reception/welfare building; enlargement of existing toilet block; improvement of 
internal access track; provision of parking areas and erection of bird/hide shelter  
Location: Land at NGR 317641 112066 Hartsmoor Lakes Clayhidon Devon 
 
5.3 To note Enforcement issues 
The Clerk reported that Enforcement was taking a more active role.  Priority was being given to the most 
serious breaches of planning in order of risk.  And whilst sites in Clayhidon were due be visited, actions 
were on a priority basis. 
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10022025/6. Finance 
6.1 Unity Bank Current Account 
Balance on 31 December 2024    £2224.73 
 Less payments  

17Jan2025 B/P to: c houghton LENGTHSMAN 1258.50 

17Jan2025 B/P to: Mrs S M McGeever WAGES OCT-DEC24 710.75 

17Jan2025 B/P to: hmrc cumbernauld PAYE 177.60 

17Jan2025 B/P to: Mrs S M McGeever TRAVEL 43.20 

17Jan2025 B/P to: c houghton WACKER 899.70 

17Jan2025 B/P to: c houghton FOOTPATHS 526.50 

17Jan2025 B/P to: The Lights Brigade DONATION 250.00 

31Jan2025 Service Charge  6.00 
         £3872.25  
Receipts 

  Transfer     £3000.00 
Balance on 31 January 2025     £1352.48 
 
The Clerk confirmed to Councillor Drew that Footpath payments were met through the P3 grant obtained 
through Devon County council each year. 
 
The Clerk advised that a further transfer of £2000 would be made in February to meet payments. 
Invoices to pay: 
 Church Rooms (meeting room)    £   20.00 

Village Hall (meeting room)    £   72.00 
Website/domain name/emails    £ 384.00 
CHAT (agreed at last meeting)    £   50.00    

 
The Parish Council RESOLVED to make the above payments. 
 
Councillor Weekes wished that the website was more community minded.  The Clerk advised that 
community notices could be posted on the website provided there was no commercial interest.  The 
website was easy to use, and notices could be put up quickly if they were provided to her. 
The Clerk did forward community information to the Parish Council, and it was RESOLVED that where no 
response was received, the Clerk would publish the information. 
Action: Councillor Weekes/Clerk 
 
Councillor Weekes also raised the number of political topics being posted on the village’s social media 
outlets. 
 
An agreement for the wacker has been drawn up and would be with Chris Houghton (Lengthsman) for 
review. 
Outstanding – the invoice for hay has been sent and payment is awaited. 

 
6.2 Unity Bank Instant Access Account 
Balance on 31 December 2024    £52421.85 

Less payments 
 Transfer    £  3000.00 
Receipts 

Balance on 31 January 2025    £49421.85 
(includes Mary Parsons Gift Trust - £41828.00) 

 
Following the transfer of £2000.00 to meet February invoices and transfer of £41828.00 to The Clayhidon 
Charity, the funds in the Instant Access Account will be £5593.85. 
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The cumulative bank reconciliation from 1 April 2024 to 31 January 2025 had been produced and this was 
duly signed by the Chairman. 
 
It has been agreed the Mary Parsons Gift Trust amount of £41828.00 should be transferred to The 
Clayhidon Charity.  (see Item 11.1) 
 
6.3 S106 
The Parish Council noted that Clayhidon had £2500.00 towards benches in open spaces.  It was RESOLVED 
to ask parishioners where they would like to see benches. 

 
6.4 Grants 
The Parish Council noted the thank you email received from the Lights Brigade 

 
CIP Project 
The Parish Council felt that this was a national charity and it was unlikely Clayhidon residents benefited 
from its services. 

 
St Andrew’s Church 
The Clerk advised that the annual churchyard maintenance grant was normally £540 not the £480 given in 
the agenda. 
 
Councillor Bendle registered an interest and did not take part in the discussion. 
 
PROPOSAL: The Parish Council RESOLVED to award a grant of £540 to St Andrew’s Church. 
PROPOSER:  Councillor Saunders 
SECONDER: Councillor Drew 
DECISION: one abstention 
 

 
6.5 Defibrillators 
South Western Ambulance Service 
The Parish Council noted the information provided by the Clerk on the current defibrillator contract and 
agreed to continue for its next period 16/06/2025 to 15/06/2029 noting that the defibrillators would then 
be passed to the parish.  The contract was held by Hemyock Parish Council with Clayhidon reimbursing 
them for the defibrillators in the parish. 
 
Councillor King felt it was important to understand the costs of running the defibrillators from 2029 and 
other funding possibilities.  It was also important to ensure that the defibrillators were placed in locations 
that would cover the whole parish. 
Action: The Clerk would investigate other sources of financing for defibrillators. 

 
6.6 VE Day 80 (8 May 2025) 
The Parish Council RESOLVED to ask the parish what sort of event they wished to have and look for 
volunteers. 
 
10022025/7. Clerk Update and Correspondence 
Emergency Plan 
The Clerk advised work on the Emergency Plan was ongoing and a Parish meeting would be needed. 

 
Neighbourhood Plan 
As reported at the last meeting, the Clerk was still looking to arrange a talk with a planning adviser on 
producing a Neighbourhood Plan but felt it was important to understand the implications of the Devolution 
White Paper for Parish Councils so that the correct plan was put together. 
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Free Landmark Tree 
The Clerk delivered the tree to the Parish Council and it was agreed it would be placed at Clayhidon 
Crossroads. 
Action: Councillor Drew/King 
 
Meeting with Devon Wildlife Trust 
The Clerk was still in the process of setting up a meeting with the ranger having ascertained that the lease 
runs from 2011 for 21 years and thus would end in 2032.  A copy of the lease was being sent. 
 
Right Response 
The Parish Council noted the consultation about how Devon and Somerset Fire Service respond to 
automatic fire alarms and felt Councillor Blackmore who had commented on the last consultation should 
continue to act on behalf of the Parish Council. 
Action: Councillor Blackmore 
 
The Blackdown Hills Parish Network in 2025 
Councillor Weekes advised that the network was looking for greater participation and would be holding 
Zoom meetings in the future and she would be attending Friday’s meeting.  Key concerns were broadband 
and the state of the roads. 

 
Blackdown Hills National Landscape.  
The Parish Council would contact MDDC Councillor Bradshaw, the key concerns were how the Blackdown 
Hills were going to protected in the future and that the report contained information on what needed to be 
done but no how and when together with how the funds of £3.5m would be spent. 
Action: Clerk 

 
Litter pick 
The Clerk was working with co-ordinator, Claire Simmonds, and MDDC. 

 
Digital voice events 
The Parish Council considered much of Clayhidon did not have an internal mobile signal and many 
residences did not have fast broadband. 
 
DALC Devolution Meeting 
The Parish Council had not attended the meeting which was held before the most recent Devolution Deal 
information for Devon had been released and it was a changing situation. 

 
Inheritance Tax on farms over the value of £1m 
MDDC were submitting a paper to Government and the Blackdown Hills Parish Network were likely to do 
the same. 

 
MDDC Community Risk Register 
The Parish Council noted that risk register mainly related to urban areas and did not consider rural 
communities.  The main risks in rural areas were unmarked crossroads, potholes and the ability of 
emergency vehicles to reach rural locations. 
Action: Clerk 
 
Councillor Saunders asked the Clerk about the Call for Sites received from MDDC and the Clerk advised it 
would be on the next agenda. 
 
10022025/8. County Council Report 
The Parish Council had received a report from Councillor Radford which was noted.  No questions were 
raised. 
 
 

Page 82 



 

Page 5 of 7 - Minutes of Clayhidon Parish Council Meeting 10 February 2025 

10022025/9. District Council Report 
Councillor Clist advised that MDDC had produced a balanced budget and were looking to access further 
grants for housing and homelessness. 
The St George’s development built by 3 Rivers had been acquired by MDDC and the first residents would be 
moving in to the premises.  The right to buy rules had been changed to allow District Councils to keep the 
proceeds of such sales. 
The Hartnoll Farm appeal had been dismissed and this was a positive for planning in Mid Devon given it 
would have been a large development outside the curtilage of a village.   
A further development was also going to Appeal. 
The housing target had been raised form 346 to 571 and thus a new call for sites had been circulated to all 
Parish Councils. 
 
13012025/10. Highways/Footpaths 
10.1 Confirmation has been approved for the purchase of a tamper. 
The Purchase Order had been received. 
Action: Clerk 
 
A further order for tarmac would be made with a view to be it being utilises in the new financial year. 
Action: Clerk 
 
Clayhidon crossroads 
The Neighbourhood Highways Officer had confirmed that the re-painting of the white lines at the 
crossroads would take place in the financial year 2025-26. 
 
Clayhidon crossroads  
The traffic orders team have assured the NHO that Clayhidon Cross is on their list of sites to be completed 
2025/26 

 
Ford Street crossroads 
Response awaited from MPs/SCC. 

 
Salt 
Councillor Drew advised there was sufficient salt. 
Somerset Highways have been contacted regarding the salt bin at Buttles Lane 
Action: Councillor Weeks to write a call for volunteers to assist the Snow Warden.  Volunteers should 
contact Councillors Blackmore and Drew or the Clerk. 

 
Blocked drain near Deadbeer in Clayhidon. 
The NHO had been asked to look at the blocked drain and a report was awaited. 
Councillor Weekes advised the drainpipe itself was too small. 

 
Hill going out from Bolham 
The NHO had been asked to look at road and a report was awaited. 

 
10.2 Update on footpaths  
A response of no objection for the Proposed Diversion of Public Footpath No.22, Clayhidon was submitted 
to Devon District Council. 
Paperwork has also been received for the P3 grant and is with the Footpaths Officer. 
 
10022025/11. Clayhidon Charity, Mary Parsons Gift Trust & John Griss Charity 
11.1 Clayhidon Charity 
The call for two independent Trustees had resulted in three individuals putting themselves forward and the 
Parish Council.  The Clerk now had the details to write to all individuals to confirm that they wished to 
stand for election 
Action: Clerk 
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The meeting of The Clayhidon Charity would now take place on 19 February 2024 at 7.30pm in the Church 
Rooms.  Notice to be put on the website. 
Action:  Clerk 
 
The Clerk would chase up on the rental payments for the various lands owned by the charity. 
Action: Clerk 
 
The new bank mandate had been approved.  The online banking application needed to be submitted by a 
signatory. 
The Clerk would add Councillor Drew and Saunders to the bank account once online banking had been 
approved. 
Action: Clerk 
 
The Clerk had provided the following financial Information: 
HSBC 4705 to 21 April 2024  £655.03* 
HSBC 4713 to 21 March 2024  £514.52 
* monthly charge of £5.00 deducted  
 
11.2 Mary Parson’s Gift Trust 
Removed from the agenda. 
 
11.3 John Griss Charity 
A meeting of the John Griss Charity would take place on either 5 or 12 March.  The Clerk would request the 
figures for the improvements to the Village Hall before the meeting given its request for a grant. 
Action: Clerk to circulate dates 
 
The valuation for the completion of the 2023-24 accounts has been received and sent to the accountant.  
The 2023-24 accounts had been circulated to the Parish Council as the sole Trustee prior to the meeting for 
review. 
 
It was RESOLVED that the accounts should be signed by the Chairman of the John Griss Charity and they 
were duly signed. 
Action: Clerk to send to accountant for signature and then upload to the Charity Commission. 

 
The Clerk advised that the first EA grant payment had been received for the work that had been done.  Two 
invoices for the work on the tracks has been received for payment: 
J. Stevens  £1800.00 
D&H Plant £  469.02 
The payments were covered by grant applications. 
 
The land lease and map had been sent to the lessee for review, and it was hoped the document could be 
signed at the meeting in March.   

 
It was felt a letter was required from Hartmoor Fisheries to cover the new map given it differed from that 
attached to the lease. 

 
The agreement had been sent to the Scouts for review, and they have requested a copy of the map and it 
was hoped the document could be signed at the meeting in March. The Scouts would be planning trees 
along the fence on 8 March 2025. 
 
Councillor Weekes asked if they could assist with the litter pick. 
 
A meeting is being set up for the memorial stone. 
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10022025/12. Items raised by Chairman 
None 
 
10022025/13. Items raised by Councillors 
Councillor King asked that the Clerk identify how the affordable homes at Rose Cottage would be 
advertised. 
Councillor Weekes raised the potholes at Ashculme Hill and Battle Street 
 
10022025/14. Date of the Next Council Meeting 
 
The next Parish Council Meeting would take place on: 
 
10 March 2025 
 

 
The Meeting would be held in the Church Rooms starting at 7.30pm. 
 
 
Signed...................................................................................  Date........................................................... 
Chairman 
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