Clayhidon Parish Council
5 October 2026
To: All Members of Clayhidon Parish Council
Dear Councillor

You are duly summoned to attend a meeting of Clayhidon Parish Council to be held at the Parish Hall on
Monday 12 October 2026 at 7.30pm. The meeting is open to the press and the public.

Yours sincerely
Susan McGeever
Parish Clerk

AGENDA
1 Welcome by Chair, apologies for absence and introductions

2 Declarations of Interest/Dispensations
To receive any declarations of interest relating to business to be conducted at this meeting and
To consider any dispensation requests and confirm any relevant dispensations.

3 Minutes of Previous meetings to approve minutes of the meeting on 14 September 2026.
4 Public Participation

5 Planning

5.1 To consider the following planning applications:
26/01232/FULL

Proposal: Conversion of existing building to a dwelling
Location: Dunsgreen Clayhidon Cullompton

Site Vicinity Grid Ref: 315337 / 113844

Parish: Clayhidon 15

Deadline for comments: 8 October 2026 — extension requested

26/01245/CLU

Proposal: Certificate of lawfulness to establish the lawful commencement of development approved
under planning permission 23/01058/FULL - Restoration and erection of extension to Trood's Cottage
and erection of garden shed

Location: Land and Buildings at NGR 318115 111253 (Trood's Cottage) Clayhidon

Site Vicinity Grid Ref: 318115/ 111253

Parish: Clayhidon 15

Deadline for comments: 16 October 2026

5.2 To note the following planning decisions:

26/00837/FULL — APPROVED - 2 October 2026

Proposal: Erection of a two storey rear extension to an approved barn conversion scheme (App no:
24/00016/FULL).

Location: Land and Buildings at NGR 317188 116575
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5.3 Enforcement

It is understood that the Enforcement Officer has visited four sites in Clayhidon and an update has been
requested. The illegal use of a septic tank has also been raised. Updates are normally given after any
action has been taken and an Enforcement Notice issued.

6 Finance
6.1 Unity Bank Current Account

Balance on 31 August 2026 £2771.09
Less payments

Service Charge £ 7.00
Receipts
Balance on 30 September 2026 £2764.09

Payments authorised at the September meeting (outstanding):
C Houghton (Lengths Man) £594.50
Village Hall £ 60.00

Payments to authorise at the October meeting:

HMRC (PAYE) £241.80
Wages (Jul-Sep) £940.04
Expenses (Jul-Sep) £ 78.00
Mileage (Jul-Sep) f 62.40
PKF Littlejohn (Audit) £378.00

Devon Communities Together (HNS)  £300.00

6.2 Unity Bank Instant Access Account

Balance on 31 August 2026 £10139.59
Less payments
Receipts

Interest £ 5101
Balance on 30 September 2026 £10190.60

The Cumulative bank reconciliation from 1 April 2026 to 30 September 2026 has been completed for
signature by the Chair at the meeting.

The Month 6 budget monitoring information has been circulated to Parish Councillors.

6.3 5106

In order to progress the application, the PC needs to confirm the proposed location of each bench and
picnic table, together with the relevant landowner and confirmation that they are happy for the works
to go ahead.

6.4 Defibrillators
All in working order.
Laminated labels.

6.5 Noticeboards
Update on progress of acquiring the necessary materials.

6.6 External Audit

As reported at the last meeting, the External Auditor had requested an updated explanation of the
variance in Box 6 of Section 2 of the Accounting Statement, and this had been produced and accepted.
The revised explanation has been uploaded to the website
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The Section 3 report has been received and published on the website with the notice of conclusion of
audit.
All information has been circulated to the Parish Council.

7 Clerk Update and Correspondence

Emergency Plan

Draft plan circulated to Parish Councillors together with information on Emergency Community Hubs.
Parish Councillors to feed in specific Clayhidon areas of concern.

Date for public meeting

Neighbourhood Plan
The Housing Needs Survey has closed. There were 44 responses (20 by post and 24 online). The draft
report has been circulated.

Further information has been circulated on Neighbourhood Plans and preparing a planning priority
statement.

Storage of Parish documentation and maps
The Clerk is taking information to the Devon Archives on 19 October 2026.

Dumped Caravans
Tyres left following the removal of the caravans have been reported.

Connect the Culm
Has viewed sites identifiable on their system including Clayhidon turbary. However, there were quite a
few which that could not be identified. Site meeting required.

Local Nature Recovery Strategy (LNRS)

The LNRS is a strategy for the whole of Devon, including Plymouth and Torbay and was developed by
Devon County Council.

Can the Parish Council assist with LNRS?

Biodiversity and Wildlife Enhancement
This topic should be considered by the Parish Council and links into LNRS.

Wild About Devon Community Wildlife Grant Scheme
The 2026 scheme is now open.

Funded by a partnership including Devon Local Nature Partnership, Devon Local Nature Recovery
Strategy and Devon Communities Together, the grant scheme offers up to £500 for projects that benefit
local wildlife while bringing people together to care for their local environment.

Community Hub
MDDC have offered to come to a Parish Council meeting and discuss Emergency Hubs.

DCRF Autumn Forum: Emergency Planning, Skills Mapping and Networking
Thursday 22nd October, 10am - 4pm
Totnes Civic Hall, Market Square, Totnes. TQ9 5SF

PLAN MID DEVON

Local Green Space

Consultation package for parish and town councils
Consultation period: 17/09/2026 — 07/01/2027
Closing date: Thursday 07 January 2027
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The Giant Tree Circle is a community tree planting project building a Giant Circle of Trees across
England, Scotland, Wales, Ireland and Northern Ireland, with its centre on Anglesey in North Wales.
Does Clayhidon wish to be part of it?

8 County Council Report
To receive Councillor Clist’s report

9 District Council Report
To receive Councillor Clist’s report

10 Highways/Footpaths

10.1 Highways

Update on the Working Group

As requested, the Clerk has set up the WhatsApp group and arranged online training for nine (9)
participants and is sorting Chapter 8 training for one participant. Online training is being set up as
people send in their emails.

Report from Lengths Man
The Lengths Man is continuing to mend potholes within the allocated budget.

10.2 Footpaths
Nothing to report.

11 Clayhidon Charity & John Griss Charity
To receive any relevant information.

11.1 Clayhidon Charity
The signed accounts have been sent to the accountant.

Update from Councillor Blackmore and King on contact with Unity Trust Bank.

11.2 John Griss Charity
Update from Councillor Kidner.

12 Items raised by Chairman

13 Items raised by Councillors

14 Date of the next Parish Council Meeting
9 November 2026

Date of the Annual Parish Meeting to be set
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Welcome to my September update. There has been a great deal going on across the district over the
past few weeks and | have tried to highlight the items most likely to be of interest to parish councils,
together with opportunities to get involved and have your say on future plans for Mid Devon.

This report isn't just about what's happening in our own parish. Increasingly, we're being encouraged to
work together across Mid Devon, share ideas and learn from what's happening elsewhere. Some of the
items included may not affect us directly today, but they could well do in the future, and there is often
value in seeing how other communities are tackling similar challenges and making the most of new
opportunities.

Local Government Reorganisation

Mid Devon District Council has welcomed the Government's decision to pause and review proposals for
Local Government Reorganisation in Devon. The review follows updated legal advice and will consider
how local government reform fits with the Government's wider plans for devolution.

The District Council had previously raised concerns with the Secretary of State about the speed of the
process and the limited opportunity for meaningful local involvement in decisions that could
significantly affect community representation. Particular concern was expressed about protecting
community identity and ensuring that rural areas continue to have a strong voice in local decision-
making.

Council Leader David Wulff welcomed the pause, describing it as an opportunity to reassess the best
way forward for Devon. He emphasised the importance of ensuring that any future arrangements
preserve local democracy, provide sustainable funding for councils, and allow all communities, including
rural areas, to benefit from future investment and economic growth.

The Council has indicated that it will continue to work with Government and local partners as
discussions on devolution and local government reform develop.

National Planning Policy Framework Update

The Government published a revised National Planning Policy Framework (NPPF) 17 August 2026, which
will have a significant influence on how councils prepare Local Plans and determine planning
applications. The changes place a stronger emphasis on plan-making, strategic planning across wider
areas, housing delivery, economic growth, and action on both the climate and ecological emergencies
One important change is the introduction of national development management policies, which are
expected to carry considerable weight in planning decisions. The new framework also reinforces the
need for councils to adopt up-to-date Local Plans more quickly and sets out a greater role for Strategic
Development Strategies to help coordinate growth, infrastructure and long-term planning across larger
areas.

Of particular interest to Mid Devon is the continued focus on tackling climate change. The framework
supports stronger policies on climate mitigation and adaptation, and there are opportunities through
the new Local Plan to consider measures such as higher energy efficiency standards, net zero
development, renewable energy generation and improved resilience to climate impacts.

You can read the revised NPPF here National Planning Policy Framework - GOV.UK

Plan Mid Devon Update
Work is underway on Plan Mid Devon, the new Local Plan that will guide future development across the
district. Information is available on the Council website and the Let’s Talk Mid Devon engagement hub.
The Council is working to the Government's new 30-month plan-making timetable, with adoption
currently scheduled for April 2029. Key milestones include:

e October 2026: Publication of the Gateway 1 self-assessment.

e January to March 2027: Consultation on proposed plan content and supporting evidence.
January to March 2028: Consultation on the draft Local Plan.
September 2028: Submission of the plan for independent examination.
April 2029: Planned adoption of Plan Mid Devon.
There will be several opportunities for residents, businesses and parish councils to comment as the plan
develops, and | would encourage anyone with an interest in Mid Devon's future to take partin the
consultations.
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Local Green Space Consultation — Opportunity for Parish Councils
You will find attached the Plan Mid Devon Local Green Space Parish Consultation Package, which has
now been issued as part of the preparation of Plan Mid Devon, the new Local Plan covering 2026 to
2046.
This is an opportunity for parish and town councils to nominate additional green spaces that are
particularly important to their communities for consideration as Local Green Space designation. The
designation can provide additional protection for sites that are demonstrably special to local people.
A few key points:
e Thisis aimed at identifying new Local Green Space nominations. Existing designated Local
Green Spaces do not need to be re-submitted.
e Not every valued open space will qualify. Sites must meet the national criteria and be shown to
be significant to the local community.
e For each nomination, councils will need to provide a map showing the site boundary and
supporting evidence explaining why the space is special and locally significant.
e The Council will assess all nominations before deciding whether any should be taken forward
through the Local Plan process.
| understand that the consultation period has been extended, with the current closing date expected to
be 7 January 2027, giving parish and town councils additional time to consider potential nominations
and gather supporting information.
If you are aware of green spaces that play an important role in the life of your community, | would
encourage you to review the attached information and consider whether a nomination may be
appropriate.

New Business Rates Relief for EV Charging Points

Businesses operating eligible electric vehicle (EV) charging point sites may be able to benefit from a new
Government-funded Business Rates Relief scheme. The scheme offers 100% business rates relief until
31 March 2036, with the possibility of relief being backdated to 1 April 2023 where qualifying conditions
are met

The relief is intended to encourage investment in public EV charging infrastructure as part of the
transition to lower-emission transport. Not every charging point will qualify. The scheme is generally
aimed at dedicated EV charging sites that have their own Business Rates assessment and are operational
and open to customers.

Mid Devon District Council is currently updating its arrangements for administering the scheme.
Businesses seeking further information can contact the Council's Revenues team at
revenues@middevon.gov.uk or speak to the Council for

Business rates: Electric Vehicle Charging Points Relief — local authority guidance - GOV.UK

Creative Communities Grants Now Available

Community groups, charities, businesses, event organisers, and town and parish councils are being
encouraged to apply for funding through Mid Devon District Council's Creative Communities Grant
Scheme.

The scheme offers grants of up to £5,000 for partnership projects and up to £1,000 for individual
organisations to support tourism, arts, culture and heritage initiatives across Mid Devon. The aim is to
help bring new life to towns and villages, celebrate local heritage, encourage visitors, and strengthen
community connections.

Projects might include heritage events and trails, music and arts festivals, cultural celebrations, seasonal
events, food festivals, or other creative activities that benefit the local community. Priority will be given
to projects that can be delivered by 31 March 2027 and demonstrate a positive local impact.

The funding provides a valuable opportunity for local organisations to bring creative ideas to life while
boosting community pride and attracting visitors.

Further details and application forms are available through Mid Devon District Council's Love Your Town
Centre funding programme. Interested organisations can also contact funding@middevon.gov.uk for
more information.
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Free expert support for Devon businesses
On 14 September 2026, Devon County Council announced the launch of a new programme offering free
business support, mentoring and advice to businesses, entrepreneurs and young people across Devon.
For businesses in Mid Devon, support is being delivered through the Devon Business Support
Programme, which provides access to experienced business advisers and one-to-one guidance. Support
is available for both start-ups and established businesses and can cover:

e Business growth and development

e Starting a business

e Funding and finance management

e Digital tools and productivity

o Marketing and sales

e Leadership and people management

e Sustainability and net zero initiatives
The programme is intended to help improve business growth, productivity and innovation across the
county. Businesses from any sector, including farming and agricultural enterprises, are eligible to seek
support.
The announcement also highlighted the Festival of Business, hosted by Devon County Council and the
Federation of Small Businesses, bringing together more than 100 local businesses, speakers and support
organisations to share advice and opportunities for growth.

As always, if there is anything in this report you would like to discuss, or if there are issues affecting your
community that you feel | should be aware of, please do get in touch. | value hearing directly from
parish councils, clerks and residents.

Clir Gwen DuChesne

District Councillor for Halberton Ward

Cabinet Member for Parish and Community Engagement
GDuChesne@middevon.gov.uk
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